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City of Huntington Woods 
Senior Advisory Committee 

Tuesday, July 8, 2020 
Minutes 

 

1. Call to order:  Remote meeting called to order at 3:33 p.m. 
 

Present:  Chris Smith, Melissa Gadd, Lenny Newman, Jim Speir, Kay Brady, City Manager 
Amy Sullivan 
 
Absent:  Greg Gmerek 

 
2. Discussion on UM Senior Amenities and Lifestyle Reports 

 
We set this special meeting to give everyone a chance to read the UM reports with a 

focus on the Amenities and Lifestyle report.  Jim asked committee members to share 

their take a ways and thanked Chris for preparing the matrix to group like action items 

together. 

 

Kay said the students did a great job and agreed with some their recommendations.  

She asked if the Committee had looked at the AARP Age-Friendly Community initiative 

and considered converting the streetlights.  Amy said that the City is working with DTE 

on an estimate for the streetlight conversion.  The Committee had looking into the AARP 

program but felt it was daunting for a small city like Huntington Woods.  Kay is 

interested in looking at a building space analysis to see if more room can be dedicated 

to seniors and looking at the Recreation Center hours of operation. 

 

Melissa thought that with additional staff devoted to senior issues, we might be able to 

identify and reach those seniors that do not have regular contact with the City.  How do 

we get to know these seniors and make sure they are aware of our services? 

 

Chris appreciated that some of the items that were brought forward in the report have 

been acknowledged previously by the Committee like an emphasis on intergenerational 

programs.  He was interested in looking at transportation concerns – both the City 

program and alternative options.  He also felt the zoning questions were worthy of a 

bigger discussion. 
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Kay informed the committee that the SMART small bus manager lives in Huntington 

Woods and is someone that Kay knows on a personal basis.  She and Jim plan to have a 

conversation with him to discuss other options for the City program. 

 

Lenny was very impressed with the UM North Huntington Woods plan because it was 

innovative and forward thinking.   The Amenities report was valuable because it 

contains a lot of practical suggestions.  He would like the Committee to champion the 

North Huntington Woods plan.  He felt the case studies also had some ideas that could 

apply to Huntington Woods and wondered how other small cities provide senior 

services.  The reports are two different types of initiatives and the committee should 

work on both – the big ideas and practical ones. 

 

Jim also felt the reports were comprehensive.  He observed the focus groups and felt 

the ideas were captured in the reports.  The next steps for the Committee are to 

prioritize these suggestions.  Part of the process will involve identifying who else should 

be involved to implement the suggestions and how do we get input from seniors to 

verify that the plans are meeting their needs.  Jim proposed focusing on the three 

categories – transportation, housing and senior services and apply Chris’s matrix to the 

suggestions.  Then determine for each category who else should be involved in the 

discussion, what other suggestions can be added and what feedback do we need. 

 

Kay supports Jim’s format and wondered if the COVID pandemic will have an impact on 

how services are provided in the future.  Lenny also concurred with Jim’s format and felt 

we should plan as if life will be back to a pre-COVID way of life eventually.  Melissa also 

supported the process laid out by Jim. 

 

Jim asked for comment from the public.  Jeff Jenks reminded the committee of the 3 

types of seniors – go-go seniors, slow-go seniors, and no-go seniors.  He thought it 

would be helpful to identify the homebound seniors to see what their needs are.  Chris 

asked if Lenny had been working on a similar project.  Lenny was able to identify seniors 

through voter registration but not whether they were homebound or not. 

 

Jim said he would prepare a framework for the process and members can decide what 

subcommittee they are interested in.  Formalizing the subcommittees will be done at 

the July 23rd meeting.  Kay asked if non-committee members can be asked to join a 

subcommittee and Jim thought if there was value to it, then it would be helpful to the 

process. 

 

Lenny asked if the North Huntington Woods plan was being reviewed by another city 

committee and how the SAC can be part of the discussion.  Amy gave a review of the 

housing discussion that has taken place so far. 

3. Meeting adjourned at 4:21 p.m. 


